Surgical staple metalloptysis after apical bullectomy: a reaction to bovine pericardium?
Palliation of symptomatic emphysema may include bullous resection to improve function of the remaining lung. Buttressing staple lines with bovine pericardium partially alleviates postoperative air leak, but can promote inflammation and infection. We report a patient expectorating staples and pericardium 5 years after bilateral apical bullectomy. Previous reporting of this complication in lung volume reduction operation also involved both pericardium and staples, and we propose that an ongoing local inflammatory reaction to these materials may facilitate delayed erosion into airways.